• Preface for activists 

...a vision of a society where it is easier for men to be good. 
Peter Maw in, co-founder of the Catholic Worker Mm*ment' 

This pamphlet is written "for activists," primarily Austin activists influenced by 
anarchism Activism in Austin exists as a network of sympathetic campaigns and 
groups Each of these has an agenda of changes they would like to make in the 
world The changes vary in scope, but always pertain to a small specific category 
of issues- the Sierra Club and Earth First?, for instance, advocate everything from 
blocking specific development projects to a full-on redesign of human space to 
exclude the car, but always work within a specifically environmental context 

There is plenty of overlap between "groups ." Free Radio partisans are likely 
to support the Zapatistas, for instance, or oppose the US Government bombing 
its competitors in the global oil market However, the politics undergoing these 
connections are never made explicit. 

Furthermore, the search for a revolution has become vague or else aggressively 
simplified This pamphlet is an attempt to resurrect the discussion of vision VVe 
do or course, have positive ideals, even if we don't often speak ol them or make 
them the basis of what we do. Instead, we tend to cluster around negatives- anti- 
sweatshops, anti-sprawl, anti-consumerism. 

Single-issue opposition seems to be a dead-end proposition Few single issues 
by themselves are desperate enough to warrant taking the risks necessary to cflTecl 
anv significant change. In a world where insecurity and uncertainty are the 
primary weapons for maintaining the status quo, few are willing to step outside the 
relatively "safe" sphere of protest Tor the sake of opposing one single aspect ol the 
weight above them, especially when that aspect does not impact them personally 

Furthermore, relying on an instinctual understanding of the basic premises and 
goals of our radicalism makes it difficult to make connections outside our own 
small circles Lacking any general principles with which "outsiders" can agree or 
disagree (or better yet, which can be argued, modified, and generally opened up 
to become the expression of dissent we claim we represent) our style of radicalism 
is associated primarily with the people who engage in it- and seen as irrelevant to 
everybody else. This limits outreach to people who aie already like us- a formula 
for isolation, not revolution. 

This pamphlet is also a call to start considering ourselves honestly as pait of 
the revolutionary process. We need to be clear on who we are, what our limits are, 
what we have to offer and what our place is We arc all more than "activists"- we 
participate in a range of social groupings and collections Organizing within these 
eliminates concern with outsider/insider dynamics I think we tend to be resistant 
to acknowledging these identities because our sloganeering teaches us to loathe 
the communities we come from. 

Also, we often don't consider what we have to offer Sometimes, we have 
nothing more than slogans. At best, we bring information, contacts, and 
somel imes shock troops willing to take risks others aren't. I think local organizing 
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